Molecular biological aspects of soft tissue tumors.
In the preceding, the reader has hopefully developed an appreciation of the major malignant tumors to be encountered in somatic soft tissues in children, adolescents, and young adults. In aggregate, this group of tumors accounts for about 20% of cancer in this age group. Importantly, they are curable tumors when nonmetastatic at presentation, but therapy appropriate to prognosis and tumor responsiveness is highly dependent on precise diagnosis. The historical morphologic methods alone will not suffice for this purpose, but the anticipated rapid advent of molecular genetic diagnostic and prognostic methods should. Useful, practical, and rapid genetic tests, available in the same time frame as the routine histopathologic evaluation of these tumors, are likely to forever change the diagnosis and management of these tumors, individually and as a group.